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(54) SWITCHING REGULATOR AND LSI SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a switching regulator that achieves high 
efficiency of power conversion for the wide range of load currents. 
SOLUTION: Switches SW1, SW2 are provided in series between a power supply 
Vdd and a power supply Vss. A switch controlling part 10 turns off the switch SW2 
forcibly when the switch SW2 is in a on-state, if the electric potential at a node 
V1 exceeds the electric potential Vss. Specifically, the direction of the current IL 
which flows in a smoothing circuit 4 is detected with the electric potential of the 
node V1 so that the current IL is prevented from flowing to the reverse direction 
eventually to the power supply Vss and the degradation of the power conversion 
efficiency is prevented. This structure allows intermittent mode operations without 
providing a resistor inside the smoothing circuit 4. As a result, the power 
conversion efficiency for a small load current can be improved without increasing 
DC power loss for a large load current. 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] The 1st and 2nd switches which are the switching regulator of a synchronous detection 
method, were formed between the 1st power source which supplies the 1st potential, and the 2nd power 
source which supplies the 2nd potential lower than said 1st potential, and have been arranged mutually 
at the serial, The switch control section which controls turning on and off of said 1st and 2nd switches 
according to a control signal, It has the smoothing circuit which graduates the potential of the output 
node between said 1st switch and said 2nd switch. Said switch control section The switching regulator 
constituted so that said 2nd switch may be made into an OFF state when said 2nd switch is being made 
into the ON state according to directions of said control signal and the potential of said output node is 
over the 1st predetermined potential. 

[Claim 2] It is the switching regulator characterized by said 1st predetermined potential being potential 
almost equal to said 2nd potential in a switching regulator according to claim 1. 

[Claim 3] It is the switching regulator characterized by being constituted so that said 1st switch may be 
made into an ON state when said switch control section makes said 1st switch the OFF state in the 
switching regulator according to claim 1 according to directions of said control signal and the potential 
of said output node is over the 2nd predetermined potential. 

[Claim 4] It is the switching regulator characterized by said 2nd predetermined potential being potential 
almost equal to said 1st potential in a switching regulator according to claim 3. 
[Claim 5] The 1st and 2nd switches which are the switching regulator of a synchronous detection 
method, were formed between the 1st power source which supplies the 1st potential, and the 2nd power 
source which supplies the 2nd potential lower than said 1st potential, and have been arranged mutually 
at the serial, The switch control section which controls turning on and off of said 1st and 2nd switches 
according to a control signal, It has the smoothing circuit which graduates the potential of the output 
node between said 1st switch and said 2nd switch. Said switch control section The switching regulator 
constituted so that said 1st switch may be made into an ON state when said 1st switch is being made 
into the OFF state according to directions of said control signal and the potential of said output node is 
over predetermined potential. 

[Claim 6] It is the switching regulator characterized by said predetermined potential being potential 
almost equal to said 1st potential in a switching regulator according to claim 5. 

[Claim 7] It is the switching regulator characterized by said 1st and 2nd switches being constituted by 
the transistor in a switching regulator according to claim 1 or 5. 

[Claim 8] The LSI system equipped with a switching regulator according to claim 1 or 5 and the LSI core 
section which operates with the electrical potential difference supplied from said switching regulator. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] This invention relates to the control and the configuration for making actuation 
possible at high power conversion effectiveness over the range of the large load current especially 
about a switching regulator. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] Drawing 8 is drawing showing the general configuration of the switching 
regulator of the synchronous detection method of a pressure-lowering mold. Generally the switching 
regulator shown in drawing 8 is called an "PWM pressure-lowering mold switching regulator." That is, 
feedback control is applied by the PWM (Pulse Width modulation : pulse width modulation) signal PWM so 
that the potential of a node V2 may be in agreement with target potential. The switch control section 50 
makes either of the 1st and 2nd switches SW1 and SW2 turn on according to the PWM signal PWM. 
When the PWM signal PWM is "L", the 1st switch SW1 is made to turn on, and the 2nd switch SW2 is 
made to turn on here at the time of "H". Thereby, a rectangle-like output wave appears in a node V1, 
and the output wave of this node V1 is graduated by the smoothing circuit 4 constituted by LC. The 
graduated potential is supplied to a load circuit 8 from a node V2. 

[0003] The PWM signal PWM is a signal as the final result of feedback control which was made to turn 
on the 1st switch SW1 when the potential of a node V2 was lower than target potential, and was 
generated so that the 2nd switch SW2 might be made to turn on, when high. Although there are many 
methods in such feedback control, since there is no direct relation to the essence of this invention, the 
detailed explanation is omitted on this application specifications. Of course, feedforward control may be 
used instead of feedback control. 

[0004] Drawing 9 is a timing chart which shows the actuation of a switching regulator shown in drawing 
8 . Among this drawing, as for (b), (a) shows actuation when the load current lo is small, when the load 
current Io is large. As shown in drawing 9 , when the 1st switch SW1 turns on, the potential of a node 
V1 turns into potential Vdd mostly, and on the other hand, when the 2nd switch SW2 turns on, the 
potential of a node V1 turns into potential Vss mostly. Although the potential of a node V1 has shifted 
from potentials Vdd and Vss in drawing 9 , this is because the on resistance of the 1st and 2nd switches 
SW1 and SW2 is not zero, so fall of potential arises. 

[0005] The power conversion effectiveness eta of a switching regulator can be expressed like a formula 
(1). 

eta=(Ave(V2) xIo)/(VddxIi) — (1) 

Here, Ave (V2) is the average output voltage of a node V2, and li is an input current. If each component 
is ideal, it is Ave(V2) xIo=VddxIi. — (2) 

A next door and the power conversion effectiveness eta become 100%. However, in an actual circuit, 
since power is lost by various resistance components like the on resistance of a switching transistor, 
parasitism resistance of a coil, wiring resistance, or the equivalent series resistance of a capacitor, the 
power conversion effectiveness eta becomes lower than 100%. In addition, although the power loss for 
driving the gate capacitance of a switching transistor besides loss by the resistance component, the 
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substrate current loss by switching of a switching transistor, etc. exist, it shall not take into 
consideration here. 

[0006] If loss by the resistance component is set to Ross, the power conversion effectiveness eta will 
become like a formula (3). 
eta=(Ave(V2) x!o)/(Ave(V2) xlo+Ross) 

— (3) 

And the loss Ross of a resistance component can roughly be divided into the direct-current power loss 
RossD and the alternating current power loss RossA, and as shown in a formula (4) and (5), it can be 
expressed, respectively. 
RossD=Ave(Io) xAve(Io) xR — (4) 

RossA=delta Ixdelta IxR/12 — (5) Here, Ave Go) expresses the sum of the total resistance component 
to which an average load current and deltal exist in a maximum current ripple, and R exists on current 
pass. Although Loss Ross will become zero and the power conversion effectiveness eta will become 
100% if the resistance component R is zero, in fact, the value of the resistance component R is 0.5ohms 

- about 1ohm, and this causes power conversion degradation. 

[0007] As shown in a formula (4), the direct-current power loss RossD becomes so large that the load 
current lo is large. Moreover, since it is fixed, as the value of maximum current ripple deltal not based on 
the magnitude of the load current lo, but it shown in a formula (5), it does not depend for the alternating 
current power loss RossA on the magnitude of the load current lo. 

[0008] Formula (3) As for the power conversion effectiveness eta of a switching regulator, - (5) shows 
that change according to the magnitude of the load current lo, and the point ******** optimum point of 
the load current lo when the power conversion effectiveness eta becomes the highest exists. The power 
conversion effectiveness eta of a switching regulator will deteriorate if it puts in another way as the load 
current lo will become small from the optimum point, or as it becomes large. 
[0009] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, it is desirable that high power conversion 
effectiveness is maintainable to the wide range load current as a switching regulator. The switching 
regulator which can maintain the power conversion effectiveness which is extent which has also been 
the case that the load current is especially small in a semiconductor integrated circuit is needed. 
[0010] The configuration as shown in drawing 10 is already proposed to such needs (B. "Smart Power 
ICs" pp 334-336 besides Murari, Springer, 1995). With the configuration of drawing 10 , resistance 9 is 
inserted among the nodes V2 and V3 of smoothing circuit 4A in order to detect the sense of the current 
IL which flows in a coil 5. That is, the potential of the both ends of resistance 9, i.e., the potential of 
nodes V2 and V3, is compared, when the potential of a node V3 is higher than the potential of a node V2, 
it judges with the sense of the current IL of a coil 5 being facing the right, and when the potential of a 
node V3 is lower than the potential of a node V2, it judges with the sense of the current IL of a coil 5 
being facing the left. 

[0011] The switch control section 60 is equipped with the comparator 61 which compares the potential 
of the both ends of resistance 9, and AND circuit 62 which considers the output of a comparator 61, 
and the PWM signal PWM as an input, and outputs the output signal of AND circuit 62 as a control signal 
of the 2nd switch SW2. That is, the switch control section 60 performs the following control. The PWM 
signal PWM makes the 2nd switch SW2 turn on during the period of V. However, when the potential of 
a node V3 is lower than the potential of a node V2, the 2nd switch SW2 is turned off compulsorily. By 
taking such a control approach, power conversion effectiveness when the load current is small improves 
sharply for the following reasons. 

1. Since deltal becomes small, alternating current power loss becomes small. 

[0012] 2. Since Current IL does not flow into a power source Vss, the time amount by which the charge 
which charged the capacitor 7 at the "on" period of the 1st switch SW1 is consumed as the load 
current lo becomes long as compared with the configuration of drawing 8 . 
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[0013] Power loss for driving AC loss in a reason 1 and driving the gate capacitance of a switching 
transistor in a reason 2 can be lessened, and power conversion effectiveness when the load current lo is 
small is made to both improve. When the load current [o is large, since the sense of the current [L of a 
coil 5 always becomes rightward, actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 10 becomes equal to 
actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 8 . 

[0014] Drawing 1 1 is a timing chart which shows actuation when the load current lo of the switching 
regulator shown in drawing 10 is small. With the configuration of drawing 8 f the condition of saying that 
neither of the 1st and 2nd switches SW1 and SW2 is turned on exists by the configuration of drawing 10 
to either of the 1st and 2nd switches SW1 and SW2 having surely turned on so that it may turn out that 
drawing 1 1 is compared with drawing 9 (b). Since the switch control section 60 shown in drawing 10 
turns off the 2nd switch SW2 compulsorily while the current IL of a coil 5 is flowing leftward, when the 
2nd switch SW2 turns on, the 1st and 2nd switches SW1 and SW2 are all turned off after it. At this time, 
the potential of a node V1 vibrates with the resonance frequency determined with a coil 5 and parasitic 
capacitance 6. Moreover, the current IL which flows in the coil at that time vibrates considering zero 
current as a core. 

[0015] In a switching regulator, actuation when the load current as shows actuation when the load 
current as shown in drawing 1 1 is small to intermittence mode, a call, and drawing 9 is large is called 
continuous mode. A configuration like drawing 10 having continuous mode and intermittence mode is 
used widely. 

[0016] However, there are the following faults with the configuration of drawing 10 . 
[0017] First, components mark increase. The technique which accumulates a coil and a mass capacitor 
is not established in current semiconductor technology. For this reason, when it constitutes the 
switching regulator of drawing 10 , it is necessary to form a coil 5 and a capacitor 7 as external 
components of a semiconductor integrated circuit. For this reason, resistance 9 must also be formed as 
external components and components mark will increase as compared with the configuration of drawing 
8 . 

[0018] Moreover, since resistance 9 is formed in smoothing circuit 4A, degradation of power conversion 
effectiveness when the load current is large will be caused. That is, the resistance R1 of resistance 9 is 
added to the original parasitism resistance, becomes the factor which increases direct-current power 
loss when the load current is large, and makes power conversion effectiveness deteriorate. 
[0019] Let it be a technical problem to improve power conversion effectiveness when the load current is 
small without increasing direct-current power loss when the load current is large, without this invention 
causing increase of components mark as a switching regulator in view of the aforementioned problem. 
[0020] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In order to solve the aforementioned technical problem, the solution 
means which invention of claim 1 provided The 1st and 2nd switches which were formed as a switching 
regulator of a synchronous detection method between the 1st power source which supplies the 1st 
potential, and the 2nd power source which supplies the 2nd potential lower than said 1st potential, and 
have been arranged mutually at the serial, The switch control section which controls turning on and off 
of said 1st and 2nd switches according to a control signal. It has the smoothing circuit which graduates 
the potential of the output node between said 1st switch and said 2nd switch. Said switch control 
section When said 2nd switch is being made into the ON state according to directions of said control 
signal and the potential of said output node is over the 1st predetermined potential, it is constituted so 
that said 2nd switch may be made into an OFF state. 

[0021] The 2nd switch is turned off, when according to invention of claim 1 the 2nd switch is an ON 
state and the potential of an output node is over the 1st predetermined potential. That is, the sense of 
the current which flows a smoothing circuit is detected with the potential of an output node, and it 
prevents for the 2nd switch that the current which flows a smoothing circuit flows to an output node 
side, and flows into the 2nd power source by making it an OFF state. Thereby, intermittence mode 
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actuation can be realized without preparing resistance in a smoothing circuit. Therefore, power 
conversion effectiveness when the load current is small can be improved without increasing direct- 
current power loss when the load current is large, without causing increase of components mark. 
[0022] And let 1st predetermined potential in the switching regulator of said claim 1 be potential almost 
equal to said 2nd potential in invention of claim 2. 

[0023] Moreover, when said 1st switch is being made into the OFF state according to directions of said 
control signal and the potential of said output node is over the 2nd predetermined potential, the switch 
control section in the switching regulator of said claim 1 shall consist of invention of claim 3 so that said 
1st switch may be made into an ON state. 

[0024] The 1st switch is turned on, when according to invention of claim 3 the 1st switch is an OFF 
state and the potential of an output node is over the 2nd predetermined potential. That is, the potential 
of an output node becomes high too much, when there is a possibility that a charge may flow into the 
1st power source through the 1st switch in an OFF state, the 1st switch is made into an ON state and 
the resistance of the 1st switch is made small. Thereby, the power loss by the 1st switch of an OFF 
state when the potential of an output node becomes high too much can be prevented. 
[0025] And let 2nd predetermined potential in the switching regulator of said claim 3 be potential almost 
equal to said 1st potential in invention of claim 4. 

[0026] The solution means which invention of claim 5 provided moreover, as a switching regulator of a 
synchronous detection method The 1st and 2nd switches which were formed between the 1st power 
source which supplies the 1st potential, and the 2nd power source which supplies the 2nd potential 
lower than said 1st potential, and have been arranged mutually at the serial, The switch control section 
which controls turning on and off of said 1st and 2nd switches according to a control signal, It has the 
smoothing circuit which graduates the potential of the output node between said 1st switch and said 
2nd switch. Said switch control section When said 1st switch is being made into the OFF state 
according to directions of said control signal and the potential of said output node exceeds the 2nd 
predetermined potential, it is constituted so that said 1st switch may be made into an ON state. 
[0027] And let 2nd predetermined potential in the switching regulator of said claim 5 be potential almost 
equal to said 1st potential in invention of claim 6. 

[0028] Moreover, the 1st and 2nd switches in the switching regulator of said claims 1 or 5 shall be 
constituted from invention of claim 7 by the transistor. 

[0029] Furthermore, invention of claim 8 is equipped with the switching regulator of said claims 1 or 5, 
and the LSI core section which operates with the electrical potential difference supplied from said 
switching regulator as an LSI system. 
[0030] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] (1st operation gestalt) Drawing 1 is drawing showing the configuration of 
the switching regulator concerning the 1st operation gestalt of this invention. In drawing 1 , the same 
sign as drawing 8 is given to the conventional switching regulator shown in drawing 8 , and the common 
component. 

[0031] In drawing 1 , the 1st switch with which SW1 consists of a PMOS transistor, the 2nd switch with 
which SW2 consists of an NMOS transistor, the switch control section by which 10 controls the 1st and 
2nd switches SW1 and SW2 according to the PWM signal PWM as a control signal, and 4 are smoothing 
circuits which graduate the potential of the output node V1 between the 1st switch SW1 and the 2nd 
switch SW2. The 1st and 2nd switches SW1 and SW2 are formed in the serial between the 1st power 
source (it is described as "a power source Vdd" below) to which the potential Vdd as the 1st potential 
is supplied, and the 2nd power source (it is described as "a power source Vss" below) which supplies 
the potential Vss as the 2nd potential. Moreover, the smoothing circuit 4 is constituted by the coil 5 and 
the capacitor 7, and has further the parasitic capacitance 6 which consists of wiring capacity, a diffusion 
capacitance of a switch, parasitic capacitance of a coil, etc. The potential graduated by the smoothing 
circuit 4 is supplied to a load circuit 8 (it expresses as a current source by a diagram) from a node V2. 
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[0032] The actuation of a switching regulator shown in drawing 1 is fundamentally [ as the actuation of 
the conventional switching regulator shown in drawing 8 ] the same. That is, in principle, the switch 
control section 10 makes the 1st switch SW1 an ON state, when the PWM signal PWM is "L", and when 
the PWM signal PWM is "H", it makes the 2nd switch SW2 an ON state. 

[0033] The switch control section 10 has the function which detects whether the potential of the output 
node V1 is over potential Vss, and the description of this operation gestalt is the point of making this 
detection result reflecting in control of the 2nd switch SW2. The switch control section 10 performs 
control of the 2nd switch SW2 according to the following conditions. 

<control of 2nd switch SW2> PWM=H it is — SW2 ->ONif V1>Vss SW2 ->OFF PWM, i.e., an PWM signal, 
makes the 2nd switch SW2 an ON state during the period of "H". However, when the potential of the 
output node V1 is over the 1st predetermined potential Vss, i.e., potential, the 2nd switch SW2 is 
compulsorily made into an OFF state. 

[0034] when the 2nd switch SW2 is an ON state, while the current IL of a coil 5 is flowing to the node 
V2 side ( drawing 1 — setting — facing the right), the potential of a node V1 becomes lower than 
potential Vss by the on resistance of the 2nd switch SW2. on the other hand, while the current IL of a 
coil 5 is flowing to the output node V1 side ( drawing 1 — setting — the Hidari sense), the potential of 
the output node V1 becomes higher than potential Vss. That is, when the 2nd switch SW2 is an ON 
state, the sense of the current IL which flows a coil 5 can be detected with the potential of the output 
node V1. 

[0035] With this operation gestalt, the sense of the current IL which flows a smoothing circuit 4 is 
detected with the potential of the output node V1 based on such knowledge. And when the 2nd switch 
SW2 is an ON state and the potential of the output node V1 is over potential Vss, it prevents that the 
current IL which flows a smoothing circuit 4 flows to the output node V1 side, and flows into a power 
source Vss by making it an OFF state for the 2nd switch SW2. 

[0036] Drawing 2 is a timing chart which shows actuation when the load current lo of the switching 
regulator of drawing 1 is small. When drawing 1 1 which shows the actuation of a switching regulator 
shown in drawing 2 and drawing 10 is compared, there is no difference in change of the potential of the 
output node V1, the current IL of a coil 5, and the potential of a node V2 in any way. That is, the 
switching regulator of drawing 1 can realize intermittence mode actuation completely equivalent to the 
switching regulator of drawing 10 . 

[0037] And in the conventional switching regulator shown in drawing 10 , since this operation gestalt is 
comparing the potential and potential Vss of the output node V1 to having added resistance 9 to 
smoothing circuit 4A, it is not necessary to add resistance to a smoothing circuit 4. For this reason, as 
compared with the configuration of drawing 8 , external components mark do not increase and direct- 
current-voltage loss when the load current is large does not increase, either. 
[0038] Power conversion effectiveness when the load current is small can be improved without 
preparing resistance in a smoothing circuit as mentioned above according to this operation gestalt. 
Therefore, it becomes possible to migrate to the large range of the load current, and to maintain high 
power conversion effectiveness. 

[0039] Moreover, the circuit which controls the 2nd switch SW2 in the switch control section 10 is 
constituted from drawing 1 by the comparator 1 1 which considers the potential and potential Vss of the 
output node V1 as an input, and AND circuit 12 which considers the output of a comparator 11, and the 
PWM signal PWM as an input. And the output signal of AND circuit 12 is used as a control signal of the 
2nd switch SW2. Control of the 2nd switch SW2 concerning this operation gestalt is easily realizable 
with such a simple configuration. Of course, as long as the configuration of the circuit which controls 
the 2nd switch SW2 in the switch control section 10 is not restricted to what is shown in drawing 1 and 
can realize same control, they may be other configurations. 

[0040] (2nd operation gestalt) Drawing 3 is drawing showing the configuration of the switching regulator 
concerning the 2nd operation gestalt of this invention. In drawing 3 , the same sign as drawing 1 is given 
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to drawing 1 and a common component, and the detailed explanation is omitted here. 
[0041] The actuation of a switching regulator shown in drawing 3 is fundamentally [ as the actuation of a 
switching regulator shown in drawing 1 ] the same. The description of this operation gestalt is the point 
that switch control-section 10A performs new control of the 1st switch SW1 in addition to control of 
the 2nd switch SW2 concerning the 1st operation gestalt. 

[0042] With both configurations of drawing 1 and configurations of conventional drawing 10 concerning 
the 1st operation gestalt, when the 1st and 2nd'switches SW1 and SW2 were OFF states, by resonance 
of LC of a smoothing circuit, the potential of the output node V1 swayed greatly, and might exceed 
potential Vdd depending on the case. At this time, the charge was returned to the power source Vdd 
from the output node V1, and there was a problem that the power loss by the parasitism diode of the 
PMOS transistor which constitutes the 1st switch SW1 in this case will arise. 

[0043] Drawing 4 is drawing showing the cross-section structure of a typical PMOS transistor. As 
shown in drawing 4 , the parasitism diode 31 is constituted between the drain field D of P type, and n 
mold well n-well. When the lower one of the threshold voltage of a PMOS transistor and the threshold 
voltage of the parasitism diode 31 is set to Vt, the potential of the output node V1 is limited mostly 
(Vdd+Vt). Drawing 5 is drawing showing actuation when the potential of the output node V1 is limited to 
(Vdd+Vt) in the configuration of drawing 10 . 

[0044] Supposing the threshold voltage of the parasitism diode 31 is lower, when the potential of the 
output node V1 becomes higher than (Vdd+Vt), a current will flow from the drain field D of the 1st 
switch SW1 to the forward direction of the parasitism diode 31 toward a power source Vdd through a 
substrate. At this time, power loss will arise by the equivalence on resistance of the parasitism diode 31. 
[0045] So, with this operation gestalt, switch control-section 10A performs control of the 1st switch 
SW1 according to the following conditions so that the power loss by the 1st switch SW1 in an OFF state 
may not arise. 

[0046] <control of 1st switch SW1> PWM=H it is — SW1 ->OFFif V1>Vdd SW1 ->ON PWM, i.e., an PWM 
signal, makes the 1st switch SW1 an OFF state during the period of "H". However, when the potential of 
the output node V1 is over the potential Vdd as 2nd predetermined potential, the 1st switch SW1 is 
made into an ON state still more compulsorily. 

[0047] Although the power loss by the equivalence on resistance of the parasitism diode 31 of the 1st 
switch SW1 arises with the configuration of drawing 1 or drawing 10 in case the potential of the output 
node V1 becomes high too much and a charge is returned to a power source Vdd, the power loss at the 
time of a charge being returned to a power source Vdd is based on the on resistance of the 1st switch 
SW1 by the aforementioned control with this operation gestalt. since the on resistance of a PMOS 
transistor is far small compared with the identification on resistance of the parasitism diode 31, by 
control of the 1st switch SW1 concerning this operation gestalt, the power loss at the time of a charge 
being returned to a power source Vdd is boiled markedly, and becomes small. 

[0048] Drawing 6 is a timing chart which shows actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 3 . As 
shown in drawing 6 , the highest potential of the output node V1 is low restricted as compared with 
drawing 2 . This is because it is restricted by the on resistance of the 1st switch SW1 with the 
configuration of drawing 3 , although the highest potential of the output node V1 was restricted by the 
equivalence on resistance of the parasitism diode 31 with the configuration of drawing 1 or drawing 10 . 
[0049] Since the power loss by the 1st switch SW1 of an OFF state can be prevented according to this 
operation gestalt as mentioned above even if it is the case where resonance phenomena arise in the 
potential of the output node V1 at the time of intermittence mode actuation, and a charge is returned to 
a power source Vdd, it becomes possible to realize power conversion effectiveness higher than before. 
[0050] Moreover, the circuit which controls the 1st switch SW1 in switch control-section 10A is 
constituted from drawing 3 by the comparator 13 which considers the potential and potential Vdd of the 
output node V1 as an input, and AND circuit 14 which considers the output of a comparator 13, and the 
PWM signal PWM as an input. And the output signal of AND circuit 14 is used as a control signal of the 
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1st switch SW1. Control of the 1st switch SW1 concerning this operation gestalt is easily realizable with 
such a simple configuration. Of course, as long as the configuration of the circuit which controls the 1st 
switch SW1 in switch control-section 10A is not restricted to what is shown in drawing 3 and can realize 
same control, they may be other configurations. 

[0051] In addition, although the reference potential for control of the 2nd switch SW2 was made into 
potential Vss with the 1st operation gestalt, it is good also considering potentials other than potential 
Vss as a reference potential. For example, in consideration of the time delay of the comparator 1 1 of 
drawing 1 etc., level slightly higher than potential Vss or slightly low level may be set up as a reference 
potential for control of the 2nd switch SW2. Moreover, although the reference potential for control of 
the 1st switch SW1 was made into potential Vdd with the 2nd operation gestalt, it is good also 
considering potentials other than potential Vdd as a reference potential. For example, in consideration of 
the time delay of the comparator 13 of drawing 3 , level low for whether it being level frail ** slightly 
higher than potential Vdd may be set up as a reference potential for control of the 1st switch SW1. 
[0052] Moreover, you may constitute possible [ a setup of the reference potential for control of the 2nd 
switch SW2 concerning the 1st operation gestalt ]. Since the ease of carrying out of the shift to 
intermittence mode actuation of a switching regulator changes with the value of this reference potential, 
setting modification of this reference potential enables it to adjust the ease of shifting to intermittence 
mode. 

[0053] Drawing 7 is drawing showing the example of the LSI system constituted using the switching 
regulator concerning this invention. In drawing 7 , LSI20 is equipped with the LSI core section 21 and 
the DC/DC converter 22, and is equipped with the smoothing circuit 4 as external components. 23a-23e 
are the pads of LSI20. The DC/DC converter 22 becomes the 1st and 2nd switches SW1 as shown with 
the 1st or 2nd operation gestalt, and SW2 list from the switch control sections 10 and 10A, and the 
switching regulator which starts this invention by DC / DC converter 22, and the smoothing circuit 4 is 
constituted. By actuation concerning the 1st or 2nd operation gestalt, the power-source potentials Vdd 
and Vss supplied to Pads 23a and 23b are transformed into an electrical potential difference V1, and the 
DC/DC converter 22 outputs them to pad 23c. A smoothing circuit 4 graduates the output voltage V1 of 
the DC/DC converter 22, and outputs it as an electrical potential difference V2. The output voltage V2 
of a smoothing circuit 4 is supplied as an internal electrical power source electrical potential difference 
of the LSI core section 21. 
[0054] 

[Effect of the Invention] Intermittence mode actuation can be realized without preparing resistance in a 
smoothing circuit, since control which detects the sense of the current which flows a smoothing circuit 
with the potential of an output node, and makes the 2nd switch an OFF state using this detection result 
is performed as mentioned above according to this invention. Therefore, power conversion effectiveness 
when the load current is small can be improved without increasing direct-current power loss when the 
load current is large, without causing increase of components mark. 

[0055] Moreover, the power loss by the 1st switch of an OFF state when the potential of an output 
node becomes high too much can be prevented. 



[Translation done.] 
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2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3.ln the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] It is drawing showing the configuration of the switching regulator concerning the 1st 
operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the timing chart which shows actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 1 . 
[Drawing 3] It is drawing showing the configuration of the switching regulator concerning the 2nd 
operation gestalt of this invention. 

[Drawing 4] It is drawing showing the cross-section structure of a typical PMOS transistor. 
[Drawing 5] It is the timing chart which shows actuation when the potential of the output node V1 is 
limited by the 1st switch SW1 of an OFF state of the switching regulator of drawing 10 . 
[Drawing 6] It is the timing chart which shows actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 3 . 
[Drawing 7] It is drawing showing the example of the LSI structure of a system using the switching 
regulator concerning this invention. 

[Drawing 8] It is drawing showing the general configuration of the conventional switching regulator. 
[Drawing 9] It is the timing chart which shows actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 8 , and (a) 
is a timing chart when the load current is large, and (b) is a timing chart when the load current is small. 
[Drawing 10] It is drawing showing the configuration of the conventional switching regulator in which 
intermittence mode actuation is possible. 

[Drawing 11] It is the timing chart which shows actuation of the switching regulator of drawing 10 . 

[Description of Notations] 

Vdd The 1st potential, the 1st power source 

Vss The 2nd potential, the 2nd power source 

SW1 The 1 st switch 

SW2 The 2nd switch 

V1 Output node 

PWM PWM signal 

4 Smoothing Circuit 

10 10A Switch control section 

20 LSI 

21 LSI Core Section 

22 DC/DC Converter 



[Translation done.] 
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